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Executive Summary 
 

CoreConsult Inc. was engaged by Antigua and Barbuda Ocean Trust to conduct a study to assess 

the attitudes of residents regarding commercial whaling and determine the national perspective 

on Antigua and Barbuda’s position on the matter. 

 

The objectives of the study were to gather and evaluate the attitudes of residents on commercial 

whaling by examining their knowledge of the country’s position on commercial whaling at 

international whaling meetings, and to assess public perceptions of the nation’s stance on 

commercial whaling. 

 

Respondents were informed that a global ban on commercial whaling (the killing of whales for 

profit) has been in place since 1986. And, although Antigua and Barbuda has never engaged in 

commercial whaling, the country has consistently supported lifting the ban and has opposed the 

establishment of sanctuaries where whales are protected from commercial whaling. This 

context was provided to ensure that respondents could give informed responses during the 

study. 

 

The data collection methodology was telephone interviews, which took place between May 26, 

2026, and June 3, 2026. Successful interviews were performed with 508 residents. The database 

of calling numbers was created by CoreConsult Inc. 

 

Demographic highlights of the sample are as follows: 

• Age: 25% of respondents were between 50–59 years. 

• Education: 42% reported university as their highest level of education. 

• Residence: 43% resided in the parish of Saint John. 

• Employment: 60% reported being in full-time employment. 

• Gender: 54% of respondents were male. 

• Citizenship: 97% were citizens of Antigua and Barbuda. 

 

The main findings of the study are summarized here. 

 

Two-thirds of respondents (68%) were unaware that Antigua and Barbuda supports commercial 

whaling at International Whaling Commission (IWC) meetings. Awareness was highest among 

university graduates, with 43% indicating they knew of the country's position, compared with 

just 11% of respondents whose highest level of education was primary school. 

 

A clear majority of respondents (64%) opposed commercial whaling, while 20% indicated that 

they had no opinion. Opposition was highest among respondents aged 40–49 years (68%), 

compared to those aged 30–39 years with 46%. 
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Most respondents (56%) did not support Antigua and Barbuda's continued opposition to the 

establishment of a whale sanctuary in the south Atlantic Ocean. Approximately one-third (32%) 

believed the country should maintain its current position. Male respondents (38%) were more 

likely than female respondents (26%) to support the country's continued opposition. 

 

Nearly two-thirds of respondents (62%) believed that Antigua and Barbuda's continued support 

for commercial whaling could harm the country's international reputation. This view was most 

prevalent among university graduates (68%). In contrast, 31% of respondents with a primary 

school education believed the country's support for commercial whaling would not damage its 

international reputation, while respondents with a secondary school education (15%) expressed 

the greatest uncertainty.  

 

Approximately, one-half of respondents (52%) believed that Antigua and Barbuda's opposition 

to the establishment of a south Atlantic Ocean whale sanctuary could negatively affect the 

country's tourism industry. By comparison, 36% did not believe there would be a negative 

impact, and 12% were unsure. Responses were consistent across all age groups, indicating broad 

agreement on the potential implications for tourism. 

 

Sixty percent (60%) of respondents opposed Antigua and Barbuda proposing a resolution that 

could lead to the resumption of commercial whaling. In contrast, 29% supported such a 

proposal, while 11% were undecided. Opposition was highest among respondents aged 50–59 

years (71%), compared with 50% of respondents aged 25–29 years. 
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Introduction 
 

CoreConsult Inc carried out a survey on behalf of Antigua and Barbuda Ocean Trust to assess the 

attitudes of residents regarding commercial whaling and determine the national perspective on 

Antigua and Barbuda’s position on the matter. 

 

The objectives of the study were to gather and evaluate the attitudes of residents concerning 

commercial whaling by examining their knowledge of the country’s position on commercial 

whaling at international whaling meetings, and to assess public perceptions of the nation’s 

stance on commercial whaling. 

 

The data collection methodology was telephone interviews using a database of calling numbers 

was created by CoreConsult Inc.  The interviews were conducted from 26th May – 3rd June 2026. 

Five hundred and eight (508) surveys were successfully completed. 

 

Respondents were informed that a global ban on commercial whaling (the killing of whales for 

profit) has been in place since 1986. And, although Antigua and Barbuda has never engaged in 

commercial whaling, the country has consistently supported lifting the ban and has opposed the 

establishment of sanctuaries where whales are protected from commercial whaling. This 

context was provided to ensure respondents were adequately informed and enabled to 

contribute appropriate responses during the study. 
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Sampling Frame 
 

Five hundred and eight (508) residents were interviewed via the telephone. To maximize 

accessibility and ensure a diverse range of respondents, interviews were scheduled during 

convenient hours across the week. Specifically, calls were conducted Mondays through Fridays 

between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., allowing participation after typical working hours, and on 

Saturdays between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., accommodating those more available during the 

weekend. This structured schedule was designed to reduce non‑response bias and enhance the 

representativeness of the sample. 

 

Selection of interviewees 
 

CoreConsult Inc. developed a database of calling numbers which served as the sampling frame 

for the study. From this database, residents were randomly selected to participate, ensuring that 

each resident had an equal chance of inclusion. The use of random selection was intended to 

minimize systematic bias and strengthen the representativeness of the sample. By employing 

this approach, the study sought to capture a balanced cross-section of the population, thereby 

enhancing the validity and generalizability of the findings. 

 

Demographic profile of respondents 
 

The typical respondent may be categorized in the following terms: mature male citizen with 

university level of education who resides in the parish of Saint John.  

 

A snapshot of the 2011 Population and Housing Census is included to provide demographic 

context and facilitate comparison between the study sample and the general population. 

 

Demographic highlights of our sample are as follows: 

• 25% of respondents were between the ages of 50-59; 

• 42% of respondents reported university as their highest level of education; 

• 43% of respondents reported residing in the parish of Saint John 

• 60% of respondents reported being employed full time; 

• 54% of respondents were males; 

• 97% of respondents were citizens. 

 

Details of the demographic profile of respondents are given in the following exhibits. 
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Sex: Male or Female 
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1Snapshot of 2011 Population & Housing Census 

Results by Age 

 

 
  

 

 

Results by Parish 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
1 Statistics Division. (2014, April). Antigua and Barbuda 2011 population and housing census: Book of statistical 
tables I. Government of Antigua and Barbuda. 

Frequency Percentage

15-24 13545 21%

25-29 6507 10%

30-39 13256 21%

40-49 12868 20%

50-59 8780 14%

60+ 9460 15%

Total 64416 100%
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Presentation of Main Findings and Analyses 

 

We discuss the findings as they pertain to each question asked in the survey. In addition to 

narrative presentation, the data is illustrated in table and chart format to show the frequency, 

percent, mean, median, and mode as appropriate. 

 

All statistically significant results are reported at the 95% confidence level. 
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Q1. Did you know that Antigua and Barbuda supports commercial whaling at IWC 

meetings? 

 

Approximately two-thirds (68%) of respondents did not know that Antigua and Barbuda 

supports commercial whaling at International Whaling Commission (IWC) meetings. Thirty-one 

percent (31%) of respondents reported knowing of the country’s support for commercial whaling 

at IWC meetings and fewer than 2% expressed uncertainty. 

 

1. The generational gap is statistically significant. The vast majority of young respondents aged 

16-24 (94%) were unaware of Antigua and Barbuda’s stance on commercial whaling at the 

International Whaling Commission (IWC) meetings. In contrast, awareness was substantially 

higher among older demographics, with approximately half (51%) of seniors aged 60 and 

older reporting that they were aware of the country's pro-commercial whaling position. 

2. The educational gap is statistically significant. Forty-three percent (43%) of university 

graduates were aware that Antigua and Barbuda supports commercial whaling at IWC 

meetings while 11% of primary school graduates were aware of Antigua & Barbuda’s pro-

commercial whaling position.  

3. The parish residency gap is not statistically significant. Regardless parish of residence, 

majority of respondents were unaware of Antigua & Barbuda’s pro-commercial whaling 

position.  

4. The employment gap is statistically significant. Retired respondents had the highest 

awareness at 45% of Antigua and Barbuda’s pro-commercial whaling position while “Other” 

(a combination of currently seeking, part-time, student, seasonal, temporary, and unemployed 

and not seeking) had the lowest awareness at 12%.  

5. The gender gap is not statistically significant. Majority of male and female respondents were 

unaware of unaware of Antigua and Barbuda’s stance on commercial whaling at the 

International Whaling Commission (IWC) meetings. 

 

The main findings are given in the following exhibits. The cross-tabulation analyses and 

statistical tests are presented in the appendix. 
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Q2. How  much do you support or oppose commercial whaling? 

 

A majority of respondents (64%) expressed opposition to commercial whaling, with strong 

opposition accounting for 53% of responses. One-fifth (20%) of respondents neither supported 

nor opposed the practice, indicating that they had no opinion. 

 

1. The generational gap is statistically significant. The strongest resistance to commercial 

whaling is among respondents 40-49 (68%) compared to that of respondents 30-39 years 

(46%). 

2. The educational gap is not statistically significant. Respondents’ strong aversion to 

commercial whaling is not determined by their education level. 

3. The parish residency gap is not statistically significant. Regardless of 

4. parish of residence, majority of respondents were strongly opposed to commercial whaling. 

5. The employment gap is not statistically significant. Strong opposition to commercial 

whaling exists regardless of employment status.  

6. The gender gap is not statistically significant. Most male and female respondents alike 

strongly oppose commercial whaling. 

 

The main findings are given in the following exhibits. The cross-tabulation analyses and 

statistical tests are presented in the appendix. 
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Q3. Do you think that Antigua and Barbuda should continue to oppose the IWC’s 

establishment of a whale sanctuary located in the south Atlantic Ocean? 

 

Most respondents (56%) said “No” to Antigua and Barbuda’s continued opposition to the 

establishment of a whale sanctuary in the south Atlantic Ocean. One‑third (32%) said that 

Antigua and Barbuda should continue to oppose, while 12% remain uncertain about whether the 

country should continue to oppose the IWC’s proposal to establish the sanctuary. 

 

1. The generational gap is not statistically significant. The 'No' response to the continued 

opposition by Antigua and Barbuda to the IWC’s establishing of whale sanctuary in the south 

Atlantic Ocean was consistent across all age groups. 

2. The educational gap is not statistically significant.  

3. The parish residency gap is not statistically significant.  

4. The employment gap is not statistically significant.  

5. The gender gap is statistically significant. A higher proportion of males (38%) supported 

Antigua and Barbuda’s continued opposition to the IWC establishing a whale sanctuary in 

the south Atlantic Ocean than females (26%). 

 

The main findings are given in the following exhibits. The cross-tabulation analyses and 

statistical tests are presented in the appendix. 
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Q4. Do you think that Antigua and Barbuda’s continued support for commercial 

whaling could harm our international reputation? 

 

Sixty-two percent (62%) of respondents are of the view that Antigua and Barbuda’s continued 

support for commercial whaling could harm the international reputation of the country. One-

quarter (25%) of respondents disagree while 13% are unsure that continued support for 

commercial whaling could harm the country’s international reputation. 

 

1. The generational gap is not statistically significant. The view that Antigua and Barbuda’s 

continued support for commercial whaling could harm the international reputation of the 

country was consistent across all age groups. 

2. The educational gap is statistically significant. While primary school respondents (31%) 

disagreed and 15% of secondary school respondents expressed the most hesitation,  

university respondents (68%) believed that the country's ongoing support for commercial 

whaling would harm its international reputation. 

3. The parish residency gap is not statistically significant.  

4. The employment gap is not statistically significant.  

5. The gender gap is statistically significant. Compared to 20% of females, a larger percentage 

of males (30%) do not believe that the country’s support for commercial whaling will harm 

its international reputation. 

 

The main findings are given in the following exhibits. The cross-tabulation analyses and 

statistical tests are presented in the appendix. 
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Q5. Do you think that Antigua and Barbuda’s opposition to the establishment of a 

whale sanctuary could negatively affect our tourism product? 

 

Fifty-two percent (52%) of respondents think that Antigua and Barbuda’s opposition to the 

establishment of a whale sanctuary could have a negative impact on the country's tourism 

product. In contrast, 36% of respondents do not think it would have a negative effect, while 12% 

were unsure. 

 

1. The generational gap is not statistically significant. The proportion of respondents selecting 

'Yes' was similar across all age groups, indicating a homogeneous distribution of responses 

regarding the perception that Antigua and Barbuda’s opposition to the establishment of a 

whale sanctuary could negatively impact its tourism product. 

2. The educational gap is not statistically significant.  

3. The parish residency gap is not statistically significant.  

4. The employment gap is not statistically significant.  

5. The gender gap is not statistically significant.  

 

The main findings are given in the following exhibits. The cross-tabulation analyses and 

statistical tests are presented in the appendix. 
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Q6. Do you think Antigua and Barbuda should propose a resolution to the IWC meeting 

that could lead to the resumption of commercial whaling? 

 

Sixty percent (60%) of respondents were opposed to Antigua and Barbuda proposing a 

resolution that could lead to the resumption of commercial whaling. In contrast, 29% support 

the proposal, while 11% are uncertain. 

 

1. The generational gap is statistically significant. The strongest opposition to Antigua and 

Barbuda’s proposal that could lead to resuming commercial whaling was recorded among 

respondents aged 50–59, with 71% expressing opposition. In comparison, 50% of 

respondents aged 25–29 opposed the proposal. 

2. The educational gap is statistically significant. University respondents (68%) opposed 

resuming commercial whaling, while local college respondents showed greatest support 

(37%), and primary school respondents (33%) expressed the highest uncertainty. 

3. The parish residency gap is not statistically significant.  

4. The employment gap is not statistically significant.  

5. The gender gap is not statistically significant.  

 

The main findings are given in the following exhibits. The cross-tabulation analyses and 

statistical tests are presented in the appendix. 
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Conclusion 
 

The survey findings indicate that while public awareness of Antigua and Barbuda's support for 

commercial whaling at International Whaling Commission (IWC) meetings remains relatively 

low, there is clear public opposition to both commercial whaling and the country's current policy 

positions on related issues. Most respondents were unaware of the government's support for 

commercial whaling, suggesting a need for greater public awareness and transparency 

regarding the country's participation in international environmental policy. 

 

A majority of respondents opposed commercial whaling, did not support Antigua and Barbuda's 

continued opposition to the establishment of a south Atlantic Ocean whale sanctuary, and 

rejected the idea of proposing a resolution that could lead to the resumption of commercial 

whaling. Furthermore, many respondents believed that the country's pro-commercial whaling 

stance could negatively affect its international reputation and tourism product, two areas that 

are critical to Antigua and Barbuda's economic development. 

 

The findings also reveal important demographic differences. Higher levels of education were 

associated with greater awareness of the country's position and stronger concern about its 

potential international reputational consequences. While some variation existed across age 

groups and gender, opposition to commercial whaling and concern about its broader impacts 

were evident across the population. 

 

Overall, the results suggest that public opinion is largely at odds with Antigua and Barbuda's 

current position on commercial whaling and related IWC policies. 
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Appendix - Cross Tabulations 

1. Did you know that Antigua and Barbuda supports commercial whaling at IWC 

meetings? 

Age Group 
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Highest Education Level 
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Parish of Residence 
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Employment Status 
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Sex: Male or Female 

 
 



                  Commercial Whaling Survey Report 
June 2026 

 

CoreConsult Inc.          Page | 26 

2. How much do you support or oppose commercial whaling? 

Age Group 
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Highest Education Level 
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Parish of Residence 
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Employment Status 

 
 



                  Commercial Whaling Survey Report 
June 2026 

 

CoreConsult Inc.          Page | 30 

Sex: Male or Female 
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3. Do you think that Antigua and Barbuda should continue to oppose the IWC’s 

establishment of a whale sanctuary located in the south Atlantic Ocean? 

Age Group 
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Highest Education Level 
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Parish of Residence 
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Employment Status 
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Sex: Male or Female 
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4. Do you think that Antigua and Barbuda’s continued support for commercial whaling 

could harm our international reputation? 

Age Group 
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Highest Education Level 
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Parish of Residence 
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Employment Status 
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Sex: Male or Female 
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5. Do you think that Antigua and Barbuda’s opposition to the establishment of a whale 

sanctuary could negatively affect our tourism product?  

Age Group 
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Highest Education Level 
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Parish of Residence 
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Employment Status 
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Sex: Male or Female 
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6. Do you think Antigua and Barbuda should propose a resolution to the IWC meeting 

that could lead to the resumption of commercial whaling? 

Age Group 
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Highest Education Level 
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Parish of Residence 
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Employment Status 
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Sex: Male or Female 

 
 


